“Ireland’s North-East and Borderlands: Culture, Society and Innovation”
Department of Humanities, DkIT, 1st May, 2026, Room S129 (L4)


9.15-10.45: Session 1 “Tracing Women’s Stories in the Hidden Spaces of Ireland’s Borderlands”
Chaired by 

Dr Aoileann Ní Éigeartaigh
Using Detective Novels to Investigate Northern Ireland’s Lost Women: Historic and Current Perspectives

Helen Howley 
Telling Stories: Narrative Responses to Northern Ireland in the Short Stories of Lucy Caldwell, Jan Carson and Bernie McGill.

Dianne McPhelim
Linked by a Thread – The Women behind the Implementation and Revival of the Lace Industry in the Border Region

Dr Colletta Dalikeni
Beyond Geography: Liminal Borderlands, Biopolitical Control and Intersectional Parenting in Ireland’s Direct Provision System


10.45-11: Coffee Break


11: Welcome address by Dr Patricia Moriarty, Head of School of Business and Humanities and launch of Collaboration, Exchange and Transformation in Literary and Cultural Practices: Intercultural Conversations (2026)

11.15-12.45: Session 2 “Landscapes of Memory: Contested Histories and Negotiated Identities”
Chaired by 

Dr Fiona Fearon
Place, Space and Memory – Dundalk, Co. Louth 

Dr Daithí Kearney 
Sounding Places: The Influence of Border Places on the Compositions of Irish Fiddle Player Josephine Keegan 

Dr Cathy Bergin
Eoin McNamee’s The Bureau: Representing Contested Pasts 

Conor O’Toole
Sport and Identity in Ireland’s North-East

Colleen Savage
Sing For Your Supper: A Celebration of Local Culture in South Armagh


12.45-1.15: Lunch


1.15-2.45: Session 3 “An Uneasy Peace: Cycles of Rebellion and Social Control in Ireland’s North-East”
Chaired by 

Conor McCabe 
Settling Ulster: Security in the North-East during the Restoration

Dr Coleman A. Dennehy
Making things work in the marches – Diversity and the Laws in Louth Borderlands

Mary Matthews
The Life and Times of William Garstin: The Last Scion of Braganstown.

Nicole Malone
Abstract: Localised Transformation of Site and Political Consciousness: The Monaghan and Limerick Soviets (1919)






	
