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Dr. Kevin McKenna is a 
lecturer in the DkIT with 
extensive healthcare 
experience in Ireland and the 
U.S.A. In addition to 
professional training as a 
nurse, he holds 

undergraduate degrees in Psychology and 
Health Administration and post graduate 
degrees in Clinical Psychology, and Education, 
and completed his PhD on the subject of 
aggression and violence within healthcare.   

He has led a number of national and 
international initiatives related to violence 
within care settings including authoring the 
national strategy for managing aggression and 
violence within the Irish health service, the 
development of the first academically 
accredited degree programme in the 
professional management of aggression and 
violence in DkIT and facilitating the national 
Seclusion and Restraint Reduction Strategy for 
the Mental Health commission of Ireland.  

He serves as subject expert to the Workplace 
Violence Governance Group of the Irish 
Health Service Executive and has served in a 
similar role to a number of national and 
international bodies. Kevin is a member of the 
European Violence in Psychiatry Research 
Group, and founding member and vice chair 
of the European Network for Training in 
Management of Aggression. He has chaired 
and contributed to many national and 
international conferences, authored a number 
of papers and book chapters related to 
aggression and violence within healthcare, 
and continues to be research active in this 
subject area.  

 

 

 

 

Bethany Waterhouse-Bradley 
is a Lecturer in Health and 
Social Care Policy at Ulster 
University. She completed her 
PhD in Social Policy in 2012 at 
Ulster, examining the efficacy 
of the voluntary sector in 
representing BME social 

movements in public policy. Bethany seeks to 
generate work which reflects the lived 
experience of marginalised groups, provides 
evidence to reduce institutional barriers to 
accessing public services, and create space for 
widening participation in civil society and the 
political sphere. Her recent work explores the 
relationships between emotion and public 
policy, and technology and inequalities. She is 
a member of the Social Policy Association and 
alumna of the Cherish Digital Economy 
Crucible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Deirdre Fahy 
Public Health Nurse, Dundalk 

 

Deirdre Fahy is a Public 

Health Nurse working in 

Dundalk, Co. Louth 

since 2006, having 

worked in Ireland, 

England and Saudi 

Arabia throughout her 

career to date. She first completed her 

children’s nurse training in Crumlin Children’s 

Hospital Dublin and then went on to gain 

qualifications in general nursing in Waterford 

Regional Hospital, midwifery in Our Lady of 

Lourdes Hospital Drogheda and public health 

nursing through UCD. Working in Dundalk 

gave her the opportunity to study further in 

the DkIT and in 2016 she completed the level 

8 programme Fundamentals of Understanding 

and Responding to Domestic Abuse.  She then 

attended TCD to complete her MSc in Nursing 

in Science Child Health and Wellbeing, 

focusing her dissertation on ‘The Experiences 

of Nurses and Midwives in Screening Pregnant 

Women and Mothers for Intimate Partner 

Violence in Primary Care: A Systematic 

Review’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Deirdre West 
Midwife, Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, 
Drogheda 
 

Deirdre West began her 
career in healthcare with a 
Diploma in General Nursing 
in 2004. While working full 
time as a nurse, she also 
completed her BSc in 
General Nursing in 2006.  

Deirdre further advanced her career by 
completing a Higher Diploma in Midwifery by 
2009.  Since then she has worked as a 
Midwife both abroad and in Ireland. For the 
past 3 years she has worked in the Midwife 
Led Unit of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, 
Drogheda, Co. Louth. Deirdre was part of the 
first group to have undertaken the “Certificate 
in the Fundamentals of Understanding and 
Responding to Domestic Abuse” programme 
in DkIT in 2016. The increased level of 
knowledge and comprehension of Domestic 
Abuse she gained from this excellent 
programme has enhanced her daily practice 
as a Midwife.  

Grainne Sullivan 
Area Manager, Louth Meath, 
TUSLA 
 

Grainne Sullivan is the 

Area Manager for Louth 

Meath with Tusla - the 

Child and Family Agency.  

As Area Manager, she is 

responsible for the delivery of Tusla Services 

in both counties and is passionate about 

ensuring that service users receive a high 

quality responsive service.  Grainne graduated 

from Trinity College Dublin with a Bachelor of 

Social Studies and the National Qualification 

in Social Work in 1998. Over the last 20 years, 

she has worked in front line management and 

leadership roles within Tusla, the HSE and a 

number of voluntary agencies.   



 

 
Gerard Murphy 
Detective Superintendent 
Garda National Protective Services Bureau 

 
 

Detective Superintendent 
Gerard Murphy has 29 
years’ service within An 
Garda Síochána, Irelands 
National Police Force. The 
majority of this service has 

involved frontline and support policing in 
most Garda Stations within Dublin City Centre 
at various ranks. His first appointment was to 
Fitzgibbon Street Garda Station in the North 
Inner City of Dublin. Since promotion to the 
rank of Superintendent, Detective 
Superintendent Gerard Murphy has been 
allocated to Ballinasloe in Co. Galway, Garda 
Press Officer, Store Street Garda Station in the 
city centre of Dublin and his most recent 
appointment of 25th March 2019, was to the 
Garda National Protective Services Bureau in 
Harcourt Square. In this position Detective 
Superintendent Gerard Murphy has 
responsibility for the organisational response 
to Domestic Abuse amongst other national 
portfolios.  

 

Theresa Wood 
Drogheda Women and Children’s Refuge 
Centre 

 
A founding member of 
Drogheda Womens Refuge 
Psychotherapist and Tutor 
specialising in Domestic 
Abuse and Trauma, 
working in the field for 
over 20 years. 
Tutor on the Fundamentals 

of Understanding and Responding to 
Domestic Abuse (Level 8)  course in DkIT.  
Member of the steering committee of the 
North East Domestic Violence Service, 
working with Perpetrators and their Partners. 
 

 

Dr. Susan Lagdon 

Lecturer in Mental Health, Ulster University 

 

 

Dr. Susan Lagdon is a 

Lecturer in Mental Health 

at Ulster University 

based within the School 

of Psychology and 

Institute of Mental Health Sciences. Whilst 

working as a post-doctoral research fellow at 

Queen’s University Belfast, Susan completed a 

project looking at Health and Social Care 

Professionals' Family Focused Practice with 

Parents who have Mental Illness, their 

Children and Families in Northern Ireland. 

During 2018/19 Susan was the Trial Manager 

for The JACK Trial, a NIHR-funded Cluster RCT 

of a film-based sexual health intervention 

taking place in post-primary schools across 

the UK.  Susan’s research to date is varied and 

involves mixed method approaches. She 

completed her PhD during 2016 which 

focused on intimate partner violence, mental 

health and service experience in Northern 

Ireland. This worked included the publication 

of “Every Voice Counts”, a research report 

which looked at the Northern Ireland policing 

response to victims of intimate partner 

violence.  More recently, Susan and UU 

colleagues also published a short report 

entitled “If Everybody Helps!, evaluating the 

efficacy of Domestic Abuse Support Workers 

placed in Northern Ireland police stations in 

aiding the response to victims of partner 

violence.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dr. Anita Byrne 

Dundalk Institute of Technology 

 

Dr. Anita Byrne is a 

Midwife Lecturer at 

Dundalk Institute of 

Technology (DkIT). 

She is a qualified 

nurse, midwife and 

tutor with the 

Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland 

(NMBI). She completed her Doctorate in 

Midwifery through Queen’s University Belfast 

in 2016. Her research study focused on 

evaluating student engagement, enjoyment 

and learning through active enquiry. Anita 

was a member of the multidisciplinary 

steering group that developed the Certificate 

in the Fundamentals of Understanding and 

Responding to Domestic Abuse delivered by 

DkIT. In addition, she teaches and assesses 

students on this programme. More recently, 

Anita was a member of the advisory panel for 

the Border Counties Sexual Violence Services 

Needs Analysis Project. She presented two 

papers at the 3rd European Conference on 

Domestic Violence in Oslo in September 2019.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Geraldine O’Connor 

Dundalk institute of Technology 

 

Dr. Geraldine 
O’Connor is a 
registered general 
nurses with over 30 
years clinical nursing 
practice, curriculum 
development and 

education experience both nationally and 
internationally. After completing her general 
nursing certificate in Belfast, she has worked 
primarily in adult intensive care. Geraldine 
completed an intensive care nursing 
certificate in Sydney Australia, followed by a 
Bachelor of Nursing in the University of 
Technology Sydney. She completed a Masters 
in Medical Science (Nursing) from UCD and 
was awarded the Doctorate of Education from 
the University of Sheffield in 2011. Geraldine 
has extensive experience in both education 
and management and was appointed the 
Head of Section (CPD programmes) in the 
School of Health and Science, DkIT) in 2015. 
She is responsible for the management and 
co-ordination of the part time programmes 
within the School of Health and Science. 
Geraldine has undertaken both qualitative 
and quantitative research studies, with 
research interests centring on learning in both 
university and clinical practice and is 
particularly interested in the pedagogy that 
underpins education and curriculum 
development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lisa Marmion 

Services Development Manager 

 

Lisa joined Safe Ireland in 

October 2017 as its Services 

Development Manager. Lisa 

brings a wealth of experience 

and knowledge of domestic 

violence, supporting victims of domestic 

violence and delivering strategic services in 

County Louth having worked previously 

with Women’s Aid Dundalk for 17 years most 

recently as its Services Manager for the past 6 

years. Prior to that, Lisa worked for four years 

with Youth Work Ireland as a Peer Education 

and Youth Development Officer.  Lisa holds a 

BSc (Hons) Social Psychology from Ulster 

University Coleraine, an MSc Applied 

Psychology from Ulster University at 

Jordanstown and is currently completing a 

PhD with Trinity College Dublin 

entitled: Multiple Perspectives on father 

engagement in the context of Domestic 

Violence.  Lisa has a Certificate in Homeless 

Prevention and Intervention from Dublin City 

University and a Fetac Level 5 Community 

Addiction Studies from Urrús – Ireland’s 

Community Addiction Studies Training Centre. 

She lectures part-time in Dundalk Institute of 

Technology on the Certificate in 

Fundamentals of Understanding and 

Responding to Domestic Abuse (Level 8). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary McDonald 

Probation Services B.SOC.SC Honours NQSW 

 

Mary is a CORU registered 

Social Worker and is 

currently employed by the 

Probation Service as a 

Senior Probation Officer.  

Mary has worked with the Probation Service 

since 1994 and currently has area 

management responsibility for the Service in 

Louth.  Mary previously worked as a Social 

Worker in the field of adoption and in a crisis 

intervention centre for women and children 

fleeing domestic abuse.  Mary is an accredited 

trainer in the Spousal Assault Risk Assessment 

tool (SARA).  She is the Chairperson of the 

North East Domestic Violence Intervention 

Programme (NEDVIP), an interagency 

committee responsible for overseeing the 

delivery of perpetrator programmes for men 

who are involved in intimate partner abuse 

and partner support services.  Mary is a 

trained facilitator and practice supervisor for 

the Choices Domestic Abuse Programme in 

Louth and has been involved in the delivery of 

perpetrator programme for over 15 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Yvonne A. Murphy 
Superintendent 
An Garda Síochána 
 

 
Superintendent Yvonne 

Murphy has been a 

member of An Garda 

Síochána since 1998 and 

graduated from the Garda 

College having been 

awarded the Gary Sheehan 

Medal. She pursued a policing career having 

first qualified as a Registered General Nurse. 

Since joining An Garda Síochána, she has been 

largely deployed to operational policing roles 

at all ranks and has served in both the DMR 

and Louth Divisions. She has also served in 

administrative roles within Garda 

Headquarters. Superintendent Murphy has a 

strong professional interest in new and 

innovative techniques relating to community 

policing and conflict resolution, particularly 

with an emphasis on youth and has travelled 

to the Middle East to explore collaborative 

peace building and to study examples of 

communities emerging from situations of 

conflict. Her academic qualifications include 

an honours law degree (LLB); a Bachelor of 

Science (BSc) degree in management and law; 

and a certificate in the Fundamentals of 

Understanding & Responding to Domestic 

Abuse. She is a Professional Fellow of the 

Boston College having completed a 

programme for the Rule of Law in Ireland and 

Northern Ireland and was integrally involved 

in the Communities and Policing in Transition 

(CAPT), Transitional Leaders and Future 

Generations Programmes, targeting young 

people and addressing key issues such as 

cultural perceptions, conflict resolution, 

sectarianism and racism. Superintendent  

 

 

 

 

 

Murphy recently completed the Criminal 

Justice System Collaborative Leadership 

Programme with the IPA.  Superintendent 

Murphy was appointed Director of the 

Juvenile Diversion Programme, August 2017. 

In May 2018 Superintendent Murphy was 

transferred to the District of Trim. 

 

 

 

Valerie Everard 
Domestic Violence Service Co-ordinator 
TUSLA 

Valerie Everard has a 
background in Community 
Development and 
obtained a Masters 
Degree in Adult Education 
and Community 
Development from NUI 
Maynooth. She has 

worked within a range of settings 
including  Youth Services, Traveller programmes, 
Domestic Violence - Womens Refuge and 
Disability Services. She currently works as a 
Domestic Violence Service Co-ordinator with 
Tusla, Domestic, Sexual & Gender Based 
Violence Programme. 

 

 

 

 

 




